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 Last year, the Wordsmithies Club submit-
ted a request to the student government for 
a laptop intended for club use. After review-
ing the request, it was concluded that special 
equipment paid for by student fees should be 
available to all students. Instead of purchasing 
one laptop, then-student body vice-president 
Jessica Gonzalez ordered three MPC Trans-
Port T2400 notebook PCs, which are now 
available for check out in the school library at 
the Media Services counter.
 All students are welcome to check them 
out for a three-day period. Two renewals 
are permitted, as long as no hold has been 
placed on the equipment. Renewals may be 
done in person, or by telephone at (206) 546-
4529. Late laptops will be charged a fee of $5 
per day. Students must sign for the laptops 
upon check-out, understanding that they are 
responsible for damage or loss of the equip-
ment. �eir replacement cost is $2,000.
 �e school policy is that the laptops are 
for educational use only. Personal or com-
mercial uses are not allowed. Students, clubs, 
committees, faculty, and sta� may use them 
for their school-related purposes. Priority 
will always be given to students.
 A notable feature of the new laptops 
is that they run Windows XP. Very few 
school computers run this platform because 
Technology Support Services (TSS) prefers 
Windows 2000 for its PCs due to its bet-
ter security. Because of the newness of these 
notebook PCs, Windows 2000 could not be 
installed on them. Campus-wide upgrades to 
Windows Vista are being discussed, but that 
operating system has not yet been released, 
and no decisions have been made as to when, 
or if, the school will upgrade.
 �e computers are Wi-Fi capable and 
loaded with Microsoft O�ce 2003, which 
includes Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, 
Publisher, among other programs. USB ports 
allow the saving of data onto �ash drives. Stu-
dents should save their data to a �ash drive or 
by e-mailing �les to themselves because the 
laptops automatically remove �les saved to 
the hard drive after every power-down.
 In addition to the new computers, �ve 
laptops running Windows 2000 have become 
available to students. �ese Wi-Fi ready 
notebooks had previously been reserved for 
faculty use, but Media Services decided to 
make them available to everyone on campus. 
�ey are loaded with all the same software.
 �I�m very eager for the students to avail 

Library 
laptops 
to go on 
loan

MPC TransPort T2400 
Speci�cations
Width/Depth/Height: 14� x 10.4� x 1.3�
Weight: 5.5 pounds
Processor: 1.66 GHz Intel Core Duo
Memory: 1 GB
Display: 15.4� WXGA widescreen LCD
Disk drive: DVD-ROM/CD-RW combo
Software: Microsoft O�ce 2003
Battery life: approx. 2 hours
Accessories: mouse, power cord, carrying case
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For those of you who don�t like hotdogs 
for breakfast, a new breakfast menu has been 
introduced to the Snack Shacks on campus.

According to SBA President Matt 
Fitzsimmons, the Snack Shacks, otherwise 
known as �Red Wagons,� are adapting to 
what Shoreline Community College stu-
dents want, and that is a very welcome de-
velopment if you�re a student. Especially if 
you�re one of the students on campus with 
questions about the sanitation, pricing, and 
professionalism of their services.

It may come as a surprise, but many of 
the issues students have had with food ser-
vices are new to the Snack Shacks as well. 
�eir typical business practices revolve 
around short-term events such as the Little 
League All-Star Tournaments held this 
past summer, and other temporary outdoor 
events. Issues such as employee profession-
alism, food selection, and pricing are dif-
ferent when a company is running such a 
short-term operation. If a person goes to 
a baseball game, they expect to �nd things 
like $2 hot dogs and pizza by the slice for 
$2.75, and that is exactly what we have seen 
so far on campus.

But the Snack Shacks are adapting. 
To address the situation, Fitzsimmons 

invited representatives of the Snack Shacks 
to speak with Student Senators at their re-
cent meeting on Nov 15. At the meeting, 
they brought out many of their new menu 
items and discussed their plans for the fu-
ture.

Here is a brief synopsis of their plans:
1. As previously mentioned, a new break-

fast menu has been introduced. Included are 
things like English mu�ns with eggs. 

2. Vegetarians can sleep easier at night 
knowing that the Snack Shacks now serve 
Cheese Pizzas. Other meatless and/or 
healthy options are also being considered, 
such as tofu-dogs and rice bowls. �e pos-
sibility of bringing in a vegetable steamer is 
also being looked into.

3. �e adoption of nametags and uni-
forms is being addressed, and aprons will 
now be standard attire.

�ese are some of the items discussed 
at the Senate meeting, but they are just the 
beginning. Fitzsimmons noted that the ven-
dors are interested in having an open dialog 
on campus to �nd out exactly what it is that 
the students want to eat, or to discuss com-
plaints. Comment boxes will now be found 
at the various Snack Shack locations, and a 
survey is being planned by the Food Ser-
vices Committee to address the issue.

For more information, or to comment, 
please email the Student Body President 
Matt Fitzsimmons at m�tzsimmons@
shoreline.edu or drop the Ebbtide a line at 
webbtide@yahoo.com.

of this opportunity.� New student body vice-
president Cecile Espiritu said. 
 Media Services coordinator Larry Cheng 
worked with Espiritu to iron out the school 
policy on the laptops.
 Ed Harkness, the faculty advisor for the 
Wordsmithies, Shoreline�s poetry club, is 
pleased with the acquisitions. He anticipates 
that his club will use a laptop during its meet-
ings for collaborative poetry writing, check-
ing out poetry web sites, and researching 
events that club members could attend.
 �I think it�s money very well worth spent.� 
He said.
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Shoreline student Elizabeth Baker waits for her food after ordering from Peter�s Tex-Mex Taco Wagon, the 
new Mexican food truck, located next to the 1000 Building.

Food on campus revamped




