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On Monday, Nov. 27, snow and ice 
shut down the entire Shoreline Com-
munity College campus, sending all 
students and faculty home for the eve-
ning and subsequent days after. As of 
this writing, the school has been closed 
for two and a half days, and students 
anxiously await news about the im-
pending snow on Wednesday evening. 
According to the recorded message at 
SCC�s main phone line, the decision 
to keep the school closed will be made 
early �ursday morning.

Students and faculty were alerted at 
about 5 p.m. on Monday night that the 
campus was closing due to changing 
weather conditions. Sleet and rain had 
been falling all morning, but around 
mid-day the weather took a turn for 
the worse, with temperatures drop-
ping below freezing and threatening to 
strand people on campus.

As students and faculty left campus, 
people quickly realized that conditions 
were much worse than anticipated. �e 
wet conditions had left a thick layer of 
dangerous ice under the three to �ve 
inches of new snow, and several areas 
on campus had become extremely haz-
ardous for driving.

According to security guard Mitch 
Arnes, security assisted several people 
with vehicles that could not make it 
out of the faculty parking lot on the 
east side of the FOSS building. �e 
hill between the upper and lower park-
ing lots was also a problematic area for 
drivers.

�e hill on 160th Street, between 
Dayton and Aurora Avenues, was one 
spot that turned into a treacherous 
nightmare for those attempting to get 
o� campus. Several vehicles lost control 
going down the hill, some skidding to 
a stop in the oncoming lane, some slid-
ing precariously to a stop sideways in 
the middle of the road. Bystanders and 
other drivers at the top of the hill as-
sisted those who were not experienced 
in driving in extreme winter conditions, 
in some cases even driving the vehicles 
for them. After about 45 minutes, the 
road was mostly cleared, allowing the 
vehicles at the top of the hill to con-
tinue past slowly. Still, for those who 
did make it onto Aurora, the trip home 
was slow going and frustrating because 
of heavy tra�c and icy conditions.

It�s unclear at this point how much 
the weather has physically a�ected the 
campus, but so far there has been no 
damage to the school in the form of 
frozen water lines or power outages. 
�e roads are still icy, but city workers 
have been busy spreading de-icer and 

gravel on the roads in an attempt to 
make them safer for driving.

Students and faculty have had 
mixed reactions to class cancellations 
on Tuesday and Wednesday.  

�When I found out I couldn�t go 
to school, I sat down on my couch and 
felt sad...for about �ve minutes.� Don 
Metke, an instructor in the Visual Arts 
department, said. 

Some, like instructor Bruce Am-
stutz, also of the Visual Arts depart-
ment, spent the day relaxing at their 
favorite local co�ee shop. Other peo-
ple�s reactions were similar, with many 
grateful for an unexpectedly extended 
�anksgiving holiday. 

How the closures will e�ect due 
dates on student assignments and tests 
remains to be seen, but many students 
are happy that they had an extra few 
days to wrap up term papers and study 
for their �nals.

Still, although many enjoyed the 
days o�, others are concerned about 
the e�ects of missing so many instruc-
tion days. Members of the Student 
Senate are concerned because the de-
lays caused many key decisions to be 
postponed until their next available 
meeting on Wednesday, December 6. 
Among key decisions put o� are the 
selection and/or interviews of two new 
Senate members from a pool of eight 
candidates, and the consideration of 
several supplementary budget requests 
from campus clubs and organizations. 
�e issue of recycling on campus, an-
other hot topic among many students, 
is also being delayed for another week.

��ank the Lord for snow,� Public 
Relations Senator April May said. �But 
now we�re going to have to really bust 
our asses to get things done the rest of 
Fall Quarter.�

Members of the Ebbtide newspa-
per spent Wednesday evening at their 
homes and at the home of Editor-in-
Chief Jonathan Lavigne working on 
the production of the school paper 
because their o�ces on campus were 
unavailable. 

�Your mom needs a quote,� Lavigne 
said when asked to comment on the 
situation. 

While stressful, the sta� reports 
that it was nice being able to stretch 
out on Lavigne�s couch and drink his 
beer while doing o�cial school work.

�e forecast for the upcoming week 
calls for more moderate temperatures 
in the lower-to-mid 40�s, but o�cials 
still are cautioning people to be pre-
pared for more winter weather.
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I once drove a whole 
winter in my hometown 
of Hill City, MN in a 1980 
Datsun with bald tires and 
no defroster. Here’s a few 
tips and safety precautions 
for driving in severe winter 
weather:

1. Drive slowly. This might 
seem obvious, but many 
people drive too fast in bad 
conditions. Driving slowly 
gives you plenty of time 
to slow down, allowing 
you to come to a complete 
stop at intersections and 
in case of obstacles. (Also, 
having a four-wheel drive 
vehicle does not guarantee 
that you will not get into 
an accident or that you can 
drive as if the conditions 

were normal, so slow 
down you bums!)

2. Tap your brakes when 
slowing down to a stop. 
In cars without anti-lock 
breaks, this is essential 
to retaining control of 
your vehicle. Tapping your 
brakes prevents them from 
locking up and sending 
you into an uncontrolled 
slide. Your tires need to 
continue moving to ensure 
good traction.

3. If your tires start 
spinning, don�t hold 
down the gas.  Spinning 
your tires doesn�t give 
your vehicle a chance 
to gain traction on the 
road. Tapping the gas, or 

�rocking� your vehicle 
gives your tire�s treads 
a chance to dig into 
the ground, hopefully 
providing enough traction 
to keep you moving.

4. Keep bags of kitty litter 
in your trunk. This provides 
two bene�ts: the added 
weight from the bags 
helps your vehicle gain 
better traction, and the 
actual kitty litter is useful 
in case you get stuck. Just 
rip open the bag and pour 
plenty of the gravel in front 
of and behind your tires. 
This should help you get 
out of almost any sticky 
situations that might come 
up here in Seattle.

Dan Gayle’s Minnesotan Guide to Driving in Crappy Winter Weather

SCC�s usually packed parking lot is deserted on Wednesday, Nov. 29.

  Holiday 
   Guide

More Snow Pictures, pg. 4
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	 �e Ebbtide is the o�cial student 
publication of Shoreline Community 
College (SCC). Opinions published within 
do not neccesarily represent the views of 
the Ebbtide sta� or representatives of SCC. 
Writers are encouraged to adhere to basic 
rules of logic, factual support, statistics, 
and so on. Personal attacks and hysteria are 
highly discouraged.
	 Submissions from students, faculty, 
sta�, and administration are welcomed and 
encouraged. All articles, letters to the editor, 
artwork, or photographs must include the 
name and phone number of the author for 
veri�cation. Articles are subject to editing 
for clarity and content and should be 350 
words or less.

Contact the Ebbtide
Room 1502

16101 Greenwood Ave. N
Shoreline, WA 98133

(206)546-4730
webbtide@yahoo.com

www.shoreline.edu/ebbtide
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Erik Pedersen plays 
Santa to Dan Gayle�s 
Scrooge in a war of 
words. PG 5

Learn the real meanings 
of �chocolate pillow� and 
�peanut blossom� in our 
Holiday Guide. PLUS:
�e most shrug-worthy 
gifts to give. PGS 6, 7 

Who knew Seattle had 
a soul? Music scene, that 
is. PLUS: Not a men-
tion of snow. PG 8

Exceeding the nerd 
quotient, we bring you 
two pages of technology 
news and reviews. PGS 9, 
10

Dolphin Basketball rolls 
out a new season. PG 11

Classes Cancelled?
Here�s quick reminder, as we 

enter the winter months, on how 
to �nd out if your classes are can-
celled before you come to school.

Option 1:  Radio & Television
Radio:		
KIRO 710 AM		
KOMO 1000 AM		

Television:
KOMO � Channel 4 
KING � Channel 5
KONG � Channel 6/16
KIRO � Channel 7

Option 2: Internet
Visit he school�s website at 

www.shoreline.edu. 

Option 3: Phone
Call the Shoreline main campus 
number, 206-546-4101 and listen 
to the recorded message. 

New Food
�e Red Wagons on campus are 

now serving breakfast to accommo-
date the morning crowd. �e wag-
ons will be serving new meals such 
as breakfast sandwiches, yogurt/gra-
nola parfaits, and more daily begin-
ning at 8 a.m. 

International Money
Shoreline Community College 

ranked 34th in US colleges for In-
ternational Student enrollment ,ac-
cording to a report released by the 
Institute of International Educa-

tion. �e State of Washington saw 
a 5 percent increase in the Inter-
national Student population, while 
here at SCC there was an increase 
of 10 percent. International students 
generated $257 million for the state 
of Washington, and the Interna-
tional Students here at SCC gen-
erated $13 million for the national 
economy. Nationally, International 
Students have generated$13.5 bil-
lion to the economy.

PUB Construction Update
Cranes are scheduled to make 

their way to campus on Decem-
ber 14 to begin the structural iron 
works for the new PUB. �e date 
was scheduled for after campus 
closes for winter break to increase 

safety and minimize risks. Shortly 
before winter quarter is set to be-
gin, one crane will be relocated to 
the south side of campus. SCC 
Director of Safety and Security 
Randy Stegmeier advises students 
to refrain from looking at the 
welding process because there is a 
risk of eye injury. As of press time, 
there are still no plans for a block-
ade to be erected, but signs will 
likely be posted to warn students 
and faculty of the construction 
process.

�e gravel path by the Foss 
Building will remain in place until 
spring break. After hearing con-
cerns of the school populace, the 
pathway will be �xed to try and 
make it safer during winter.

by Ivanhoe, A&E Editor
	 Shoreline Community College 
hosted the Clothesline Project, an 
interactive art exhibit where survi-
vors of domestic violence share their 
experiences through art on tee-shirts 
displayed on specially constructed 
clotheslines. �e event was sponsored 
by the Feminist Majority League 
Alliance (FMLA) and held in the 
Women�s Center.
	 Shoreline hosted past Clothesline 
Projects every year between 2001 
and 2004. �is year, it was organized 
by Shoreline student Heather Enge 
and FMLA president Stephanie 
Houchins.
	 �e Clothesline Project was the 
brainchild of Rachel Carey-Harper, 
who suggested the project to pro-
mote domestic violence awareness. 
�e �rst clothesline was erected in 
October 1990, in Hyannis, Massa-
chusetts, with 31 shirts. Now, over 

500 Clothesline Project events are 
hosted every year.
	 According to the City of Shore-
line Police, domestic violence inci-
dents rose from 337 in 2001 to 446 
in 2004. One hundred forty-�ve were 
assaults, including three knife as-
saults, three �rearm assaults, and four 
rapes.
	 Unfortunately, these numbers 
cannot account for the many abuses 
that go unreported. Victims and wit-
nesses of domestic violence are urged 
to report abuse to the police. �e 
Women�s Center, located on the bot-
tom �oor of the library, can also con-
nect women to resources including 
emotional support, women�s shelters, 
and emergency �nancial assistance.
	 �It�s a sad thing that the Clothes-
line Project exists,� said one student 
in 2003, �but it�s worse not to re-
member, not to pay attention.�

Man on the Street has been cancelled due to snow.

Domestic Violence Survivors 
‘Air Dirty Laundry’PUB name change still in process
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	 Changing the name of the PUB 
began as a suggestion to Student 
Body President Matt Fitzsimmons 
from one the presidential leadership 
team members. 
According to Fitzsimmons, there 
were several reasons for possibly 
changing the name of the Student 
Union building. Fitzsimmons pre-
sented the idea of a new name to the 
Student Body Senate after receiving 
a handful of suggestions.
	 Senate members then dug up pol-
icy 3802 on naming campus facilities. 
�e policy is a bit vague, but what is 
clear is that several steps must be 
taken to change a facility name. 
	 Suggested names for the build-
ing must be presented to the college 
cabinet by the second meeting in 
November. Marisa Laufer, a campus 
ambassador, suggested the Path of 
Diversity (POD) as a possible name. 

SSUB (Shoreline Student Union 
Building) was submitted by Shore-
line student �orey Stefansson. �e 
First Nations Club suggested  Ken 
LaFountaine Union Building in 
honor of the late Shoreline profes-
sor. 
	 Fitzsimmons will be presenting 
qualifying submissions to the board 
of trustees, and a proposal to hold 
campus-wide voting on the names 
for students and sta� during the 
third full week of winter quarter. 
	 �e votes will then be tallied and 
presented to the college council who 
certi�es the results. According to the 
policy, names must win 51 percent 
of the vote, but the board of trustees 
can select the name with the most 
votes regardless of percentage. 
	 �e name change suggestion can 
die at several points along its path. 
�e college president, board of trust-
ees, and college board can veto or 
support the results. 
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	 �e Student Body Association 
Senate approved a new club that 
aims to celebrate South Asian cul-
ture. Desi Masala, as the new club 
is called, is comprised of students 
with cultural backgrounds from 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
and Tibet, and Fiji.
	 �e name Desi Masala was giv-
en to the club to conjure the diver-
sity of cultures within South Asia. 
Desi is the colloquial name for the 
region among its inhabitants, which 
consist of a wide range of traditions 
and beliefs, and Masala refers to a 
combination of spices used in Indi-
an cooking. �e two words together 
are meant to describe the fusion of 
the many ��avors� of South Asia.
	 Desi Masala has existed since 
2005 as an unrecognized club. Ac-
cording to founding member Mo-
hammed Khan, four students have 
already enrolled at Shoreline Com-
munity College with Desi Masala 
as a draw.
	 �e club hopes to put on a fash-
ion show and a dance competition 
in the coming months.
	 Approval of the club was post-
poned a week because it was not 
clear to student senators whether 
or not it was too similar to other 
clubs, such as the Muslim Students 
Association.
	 ��e Muslim Students Associa-
tion is a religious club about Islam,� 
Khan said. �Desi Masala is about 
the culture of South Asia. It is not 
a religious club.� 
	 Even though many of its mem-
bers are Muslim, of the roughly 
16 members of Desi Masala, only 
three are members of both clubs.
	 �South Asia [also] has Bud-
dhists, Hindus, Sikhists, and Chris-
tians,� Khan said.
	 Desi Masala is open to students 
of all backgrounds who are inter-
ested in the cultures, religions, and 
current events of South Asia. �e 
club meets on Tuesdays at 12:30 in 
one of the library study rooms.

New club 
celebrates 
South Asian 
culture

What can you recycle?
Paper
large barrels located in 
most buildings, often in 
a hallway.

Aluminum cans
blue bins in Student 
Lounge, 1900, 2300, 
and in FOSS on 
second-�oor balcony.

Plastic & glass 
bottles
room 1812 (fall quarter 
only)

Recycling dif�cult on campus
�� I������, A�E E�����

	 A new and improved recycling 
program may be in store for Shoreline 
Community College. School president 
Lee Lambert has charged the Sus-
tainability Committee, co-chaired by 
geography professor Chip Dodd, with 
assessing how the college can �become 
an environmentally responsible em-
ployer and educational leader.�
	 �e committee, a mixture of con-
cerned faculty, sta�, and students, has 
made reducing the college�s waste a 
priority.
	 A handful of student clubs are also 
concerned about recycling on campus. 
�e Worldly Philosophers and Dis-
mal Scientists Society (WP&DSS, of 
which this author is a member), the 
Environmental Club, and the Fencing 
Club have each pledged funds from 
their budgets to purchase bins, to be 
placed around the campus to collect 
paper, plastic and glass bottles, and alu-
minum cans. �eir ability to do so will 
depend on whether the Student Body 
Association Senate approves their sup-
plementary budget requests.
	 �e college does not currently re-
cycle plastic or glass bottles, although 
that is not necessarily clear to students 
who use the recycling bin in the Stu-
dent Lounge. �e bin, which bears the 
recycling insignia, does not indicate 
that it is supposed to be for aluminum 
cans only. As a result, it has languished 
full of bottles and remained unemptied 
for over a week.
	 �e other places to recycle cans on 
campus are the nursing building, which 
has two bins, the front of the day care 
center, and the second-�oor landing 
of an outdoor staircase in the FOSS 

building. One bin that resided in the 
gym was removed because it was emp-
tied too infrequently, attracting bugs.
	 Where to recycle is so unclear on 
campus, some sta� have resorted to 
carrying their recyclables home.
	 Composting is not o�cially school 
policy either, but grounds worker Andi 
Tjan has made a pet project out of 
maintaining a compost pile near the 
Greenwood lot for plant waste. He has 
also been composting Whidbey�s cof-
fee grounds and taking their milk jugs 
home for recycling.
	 How to get a recycling program 
going is still a matter of some debate. 
Randy Stegmeier, who, as director of 
safety and security is also in charge of 
facilities, sees the need for an employee 
whose job description includes manag-
ing the recycling.
	 �I happen to have, right now, an 
opening in a Utility Worker II posi-
tion,� Stegmeier said. �e position�s 
responsibilities will be 50 percent de-
voted to recycling. His ability to hire 
for this position depends on approval 
from the Presidential Leadership 
Team, which is currently deciding how 
to cut non-essential positions from the 
school payroll. Nevertheless, Stegmeier 
believes he will be allowed to take on 
an employee.
	 Edmonds Community College has 
a well-established recycling program 
with a full-time employee dedicated 
entirely to recycling. Stan Linder, asso-
ciate director of facilities at Edmonds, 
says that the school bene�ts from re-
cycling. Instead of paying by the ton 
to haul trash away, they sell their recy-
clables to a �rm who takes them away, 
helping to o�set the cost of the recy-

cling program.
	 Edmonds recycles paper, cardboard, 
plastics, glass bottles, aluminum cans, 
scrap metal, lumber, print cartridges, 
CDs, and DVDs. �ey also compost 
the organic waste from grounds (leaves, 
branches, etc.) and from their food ser-
vices.
	 Plans to expand Shoreline�s recy-
cling program do not currently include 
the recycling of CDs or DVDs, nor the 
composting of food service waste. 
	 Even the proposed expansion of 
recycling on campus is by no means 
assured. A similar attempt was foiled 
in 2004 when the campus was hit by 
a budget crisis. With the �nancial situ-
ation of the school as bleak now as it 
was then, the funds may not be there.
	 Even the e�ort by the student clubs 
to purchase the receptacles has its crit-
ics. At an SBA Senate meeting, some 
senators expressed concern that it may 
not be appropriate to use the student 
fees that fund the supplementary bud-
gets to pay for something that ought to 
come out of the school administration�s 
budget for facilities. In addition, some 
wanted concrete numbers on how 
much is thrown away that could be re-
cycled.
	 �Ultimately, it is our hope that 
the SCC administration will cover a 
large portion of the continuing costs 
[of a sustainable recycling program],� 
WP&DSS club president Andy Tay-
lor said. �But, without the support of 
student groups, it is unlikely that any 
program will be initiated this year.�
	 Stegmeier, who would be in charge 
of overseeing the ultimate implemen-
tation of any recycling expansion, has 
endorsed the student initiative.

	 �If they can supply 
the capital, I can supply 
the labor,� he said.
	 While Lambert 
wants to wait for the 
Sustainability Commit-
tee�s assessment before 
making institutional 
changes, he says that he 
is happy for recycling to 
move forward because it 
is a visible change.
	 �I�m glad the stu-
dents are taking the ini-
tiative to move this forward,� he said. �I 
think for the �rst time we�re starting to 
ask the hard questions. �e long-term 
bene�ts will be enormous over time.�
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Shoreline Community College 
has a reputation of o�ering quality 
programs, extracurricular activities, 
and real world experience. �e SCC 
political arena is no di�erent.   	
�We have a good group of Senators 
who are passionate about what they 
do,� Student Body President Matt 
Fitzsimmons said. 

Recently, student government 
began accepting applications for two 
recently vacated Student Senator Po-
sitions: one on the Constitution and 
Bi-laws Committee, and a second on 
the Public Relations Committee.

�e school�s Student Senate con-
sists of three Senate committees: the 
Public Relations Committee, the 
Constitution and Bi-laws Commit-
tee, and the Budget Committee. 	
	 �e Public Relations Commit-
tee deals with issues of student con-
cern on campus. �e Constitution 
and Bi-laws Committee interprets 
the school�s constitution. �ey both 
handle issues regarding club con-

stitutions, being sure they meet the 
guidelines for college recognition. 
Shoreline�s Budget Committee ad-
dresses and handles matters of the 
campus budget.

Between October and November, 
a Public Relations senator stopped 
showing up to meetings. Per the con-
stitution, three unexcused absences 
forfeits the seat and others can apply 
for the position. Additionally, a Sena-
tor on the Constitution and Bi-laws 
Committee resigned his position for 
personal reasons. Eight applications 
for the two positions were received 
by deadline, and will be reviewed 
by student government. Final selec-
tions were scheduled to be made at 
the senate hiring committee meeting 
on Monday, November 27, but were 
cancelled due to the winter stroms. 
�e hiring committee consists of four 
senators, a legislative director, and the 
student body president.

Government and politics are a 
taxing business. Each committee 
meets individually every other week, 
and the senate as a whole meets on 

a weekly basis for up to two hours. 
Requirements of holding a senator 
position include attending all senate 
and committee meetings, enrollment 
in a minimum of 5 credits, abiding by 
the campus government policies, and 
meeting the GPA requirements

Student senators hold their posi-
tions for one academic year and are 
paid a stipend of $400 per quarter. 
Typically, each position demands a 
time commitment of �ve to 10 hours 
per week. 

Although it is too late to apply for 
senator positions this year, the experi-
ence you gain from serving on Shore-
line�s student government is useful in 
many aspects of life. 

Student body president Matt 
Fitzsimmons feels the experience he 
is gaining is an invaluable con�dence 
builder. 

�You gain leadership skills, ana-
lytical ability, and learn to talk about 
how to spend money. All are useful 
talents to have in life and the world of 
business, � Fitzsimmons said.

New SBA Senators to be hired

New SCC SBA VP
�I feel challenged and grateful about 
holding this position�It allows me to 
show the community who I am as a per-
son, as a leader and it gives pride to my 
fellow Filipinos.� 
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Errata

	 Due to a deadline crunch, in 
our last issue we forgot to credit 
the picture of the Seahawks fan. 
It was taken by Bridget Brown for 
�e News Tribune. We regret the 
omission.

	 Apologies to the friends and 
family of Ken LaFountaine for 
misprinting his name so often. We 
promise if the PUB gets renamed 
the KLUB, we won�t do it again. 
Ever.
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