The Debate Paper

English 102

Write a paper that describes the debate about your research question and summarizes the arguments of five to seven researchers on that question. Be sure to include sources with at least two different answers to the question.

Each of the following eight categories will receive a score of 1 – 5, for a total of 40 points:
Research question (Q)

· Stated in introduction

· Focused

· In-depth 

· Leads to a descriptive (not prescriptive) thesis for a persuasive paper

· Unifying question if needed
Evidence (E) 

· Identifies some key pieces of evidence in each source 

· Shows how the evidence in each source is intended to support the conclusion

· Discusses whether the evidence in each source is sufficient
· Discusses whether the evidence in each source is relevant
· Discusses whether the evidence in each source is representative
Reasoning (R)

· Identifies some of the key assumptions, whether explicit or implicit, in each source
· Shows how these assumptions are crucial to the source’s thesis

· States whether the assumptions in each source are valid, true or reasonable 
· Alternatively, the essay may identify some fallacies in each source.

Answer (A)

· States the thesis of each source
· States what answer each source gives to your research or unifying question (may be the same as the article’s thesis)

· If a source does not directly answer the question, states what information or idea it contributes to an answer

Thesis (T)

· States what the thesis of your research paper will be
· Shows how the thesis will answer the research question

· Presented in conclusion of Debate paper

· May change when you write your Research paper

Organization (O)

· Introduction explains the research question and lays out some of the different answers 

· Organized by source (each source discussed individually, with a summary, critique of evidence and reasoning, and explanation of its answer to the research question.)

· Smooth transitions

· Conclusion states what your answer to the research question will be
· Overall coherence

Language (L)

· Most of the paper is in your own words

· Occasional brief and completely accurate quotations provided as needed to give the flavor of the original or capture an exact thought

· The mechanics (punctuation, spelling and grammar) are correct

· The style is objective, formal, concise, precise and varied

MLA-formatted Bibliography (M)
· alphabetical list of all sources discussed in the paper

· 3 – 5 additional sources, with a note explaining how those sources will be used in the research paper

· correct MLA citation format

The paper builds on the skills of summary and critique that you have been practicing, applying them to your topic and using them as the first step in making an original contribution.

Note that you can get 5 out of 40 points, or 12.5%, just by citing your sources correctly in the text and in the bibliography (works cited page). This is a purely mechanical matter which will be reviewed in class and is spelled out in detail in the assigned reading. Another 12.5% can be earned simply by following the rules of grammar and punctuation and using words correctly. In short, 10 points, or 25% of the total grade, depend on little more than carefully following instructions. Another 25% can be earned by applying the tools of analysis practiced in the previous assignment (the critique of evidence and reasoning).

Essay format

· 1,000 – 1,500 words,

· a brief descriptive title (not “Debate Paper,” but something original and relevant) centered above the first paragraph;

· same page numbers, typeface, margin, etc., as the previous two assignments.
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